An Important Message

From Bobby Lopez, PGA Pro
ARE YOUR CLUBS

YOUR ALLY, OR YOUR WORST ENEMY?

If you’ve been the parent, you know there’s a time when you have to have “THE talk.”


Well it’s time for “THE talk” – about your clubs. 


No, better clubs – by themselves – can’t make most golfers better, and the typical TV infomercials promise of just buying a different driver and having it fix your swing for you is illusion, nothing more. But, playing with clubs that are poorly suited to you CAN keep your game from improving. CAN add strokes. CAN be like climbing a mountain with bags of rocks tied to your ankles. 


Equipment is VERY important to your game. But….

MY STRONGEST WARNING:


But please do NOT…I repeat, do NOT make the mistake some golfers make– running out and buying a new set of clubs hoping to improve overnight without any effort.  STOP, before you hurt yourself!!! – or your wallet. Brother, you can waste a lot of money and get yourself in trouble trying to buy the right clubs on your own!


Take a look at any issue of GOLF MAGAZINE, for example. I’ve seen articles with as many as a mind-boggling 56 pages describing 18 new irons and 18 new woods. 36 new choices, each supposedly better than the other! What a confusing mess! Go ahead, walk into a big, fancy golf store and try and make any sense out of all that equipment. Heck, now you can even turn on late-night TV and be pitched on golf clubs, right in between the slicer-dicers, ab rollers, and spray paint for bald heads! Well, make a note: sorting through this mish-mash on your own is no way to buy clubs. 


And, let me say this: there actually is no one right answer, no one best driver, no one magical putter. No sir! The truth is, just as every golfer is different from the next; each and every golfer needs slightly different equipment to optimize his game. 


Yes, I know there are “magic clubs”, heartily endorsed by big name pros. Geez, they endorse shoes, shirts, cars, and breakfast cereals too. Surely you’re not going to be unduly influenced by all that advertising blather. Comedian Tommy Smothers can sink a putt with a yo-yo, but that doesn’t make it a great idea for you. So, yep, there are top pros who can play just as well with one club as another, so taking a few million bucks to endorse one of those magic wands is okay for them. But you shouldn’t be too excited about it. (By the way, if you think those guys are playing with the same “Magic wand” they ship you, with no modification I’ve got some “waterfront property” I’d like to sell you – in Havana, Cuba!)


Yes, I know some of these “magic wands” have incredible testimonials in their ads – golfers who swear that the club itself corrected their slice, straightened their shots, and fixed their game. But did you know in most controlled tests for different drugs or nutrition products, nearly as many people given fakes, sugar pills, report the same results as those getting the real thing? It’s called the “placebo effect.” It means you can temporarily feel like you are getting certain results just because you expect those results. So take a golfer, put him on a course with a pro he admires, who tells him the club has magical powers, have TV cameras there, have the pro coach him a little, will he hit the ball better? Or at least think so? And say so? He’ll say just about anything! But go check on him three months later. More often than not, you’ll find the “Magic wand” gathering dust in his garage. 


The only “right” answer is custom-fitted clubs. But….

WHEN IT COMES TO CUSTOM-FITTED CLUBS, 

WATCH OUT FOR “FALSE PROPHETS”


Look, if you’re pretty serious about making your game the very best it can be, so you can thoroughly enjoy every minute spent on the course, then you’re going to arrive at the conclusion – you need custom-fitted clubs. 


But I beg you, don’t let any shopkeeper, ordinary golf pro or – worse – some computerized gadget “prescribe” your custom-fit clubs. This ain’t like buying a pair of shoes. 


Believe me, this is complicated. 

Let me tell you, just how complicated:


For example, shafts inherently contain five different, important factors affecting the quality of play. For example Optimum Loft Angle is very different for each golfer – too little loft is one of the biggest killers of golf swings, but too much loft is just as bad. For example, club length – too short or too long, off by even a smidgen, forces you to bend into awkward compensations; into excessive knee bend, improper waist bend, over-gripping, and on and on. Or, for example, shafts that are too stiff for you can force you into hitting the ball all over the face of the club, into toe or heel hits. Or, did you know there are six different equipment flaws that can influence the ball to the left or right? And I’ve just begun to rattle off all the different “little things” in custom-fitting that can and do have a direct impact on your score. 

One little mistake in custom fitting can stick you with a very expensive “hidden enemy” instead of an ally. 


That’s why our custom-fitting system considers 2,000 different, possible equipment combinations and variables.     2,000!


You probably don’t get as thorough of a “physical” at the Mayo Clinic as we utilize to fit you precisely with each club. In fact, we call this PRECISION CLUB-FITTING. 

SIMPLY PUT, WE WANT TO REPLACE YOUR PRESENT CLUBS 
WITH EXACTLY, PRECISELY THE RIGHT CLUBS FOR YOU,

SO YOU STOP PLAYING AGAINST YOUR OWN ILL-FIT, HAPHAZARDLY SELECTED EQUIPMENTAND MORE RAPIDLY IMPROVE YOUR GAME

I want you to have the amazing experience of playing with a set of clubs so perfectly and precisely matched with your hands, your body, your posture, your flexibility, your – to use one of those big words – your bio-mechanics, that they actually do improve your play, not just at first, not just via the placebo effect, but consistently and measurably, time after time, swing after swing.


I promise you, there’s nothing like it! 


You will be so astounded and impressed with the difference between your “old sticks” and the clubs precisely, scientifically custom-fitted exclusively for you, it’ll take your breath away. 


So, please, forget all about the latest “miracle clubs” you see on TV or in a magazine. Once you experience play with custom-fitted clubs precisely engineered and individually made for you, you’ll never spend a nickel on another “magic wand” or gadget or gimmick as long as you live. 


Please, do not head off into the “equipment jungle” on your own, without the right guide, to buy new clubs based on ads or magazine articles, or who’s getting rich endorsing what. 


Let me, or one of my pros give you the ultimate, V.I.P. treatment: really, the only way to play – precision-fitted clubs made expressly for your swing. 

HERE’S WHAT WE DO AND HOW WE DO IT:


We go much farther than any competition, with a VERY comprehensive analysis, including testing of your ideal lie angle, club length, shaft flex, loft and much, much more. Based in part on your current bio-mechanics and in part on the improved swing we are working with you to develop, and a 14-step design process, we arrive at exactly the right specifications for each of your clubs. 


This intensive process is based on the famous PRECISION FITTING SYSTEM developed by a crackerjack team of golf pros, teachers, engineers, physiologists, and master-craftsmen of golf equipment. 


Every one on my team has received extensive hands-on training on club fitting. (Not all golf pros or teachers who sell custom-fit clubs have gotten comparable training – in fact, most just “sell by a book.”) We are NOT  “equipment salesmen” – we really ARE expertly trained, certified custom-fitters. 


We fit you via “live ball flight.” That means we will keep you hitting different club configurations until we find the ideal combination for your swing. You will actually be able to see, and feel, the improved ball flight with a better fitting club. Anything less than fitting with live ball flight, outdoors, on a range, is a joke. 


Don’t fall for the “computerized con game” – there’s not a computer on earth that can properly determine things like your ideal shaft flex. And there’s no swing speed indicator made that can accurately mimic live ball flight – in fact, you and I could both swing 100 miles per hour, but still need completely different shaft flexes. (By the way, it’s a whole lot easier, faster, and cheaper to club fit with a computer in a shop, but I will NOT permit it.)


There’s the issue of materials. For example, contrary to the bally-hoo, you must be very cautious with graphite shafts. Graphite is NOT yet perfected, and is very inconsistent. It’s not true that graphite is necessarily more flexible than steel; it can be stiffer. There are different quality grades of graphite. And graphite in your driver might help, but you don’t want graphite in your irons, unless you have a careful trained eye and manufacturer that will assure consistency. I want to tell you a little bit more about “what our clubs are made of” later. 


Grip sizes are important and should NEVER be “ordered” by measuring your hand size. You need to feel different grip sizes and give us feedback, have us carefully observe as you try them out. Again, you’re not buying shoes or gloves here, for cripe’s sake. You’re getting grips that definitely help or hurt your swing. 


There’s a particular process to accurately determine how long your clubs should be.  Again, it can NOT be done in the corner of a shop or inside on a computer. Length is obviously important. It’s even obvious that adding length to the driver can increase distance – but then, why don’t you see every pro playing with a driver that’s a whopping 47” long? Because there are diminishing returns when the club length exceeds what’s best for each individual. With a driver that’s too long for you, your ability to hit the center of the clubface worsens. 


These are just some of the “diagnostic factors” we use, in PRECISION FITTING, for you. As you know, in our lessons, in our System we are working with you to engineer a “custom swing” just right for you. That “Custom swing” needs custom-fitted clubs. 


Golfers come not just from all around Virginia, but from all around the country for my help, because my basic premise is right – never “force fit” golfers into “my one way”, “MY” swing, but instead to very carefully engineer the best possible swing for each golfer. That premise extends to your equipment. 


So, we go through a very detailed examination, analysis and prescription process, to then show you and explain to you exactly what your custom-fitted clubs should be. You’ll see the “blueprint” for your clubs – and approve it, much like you’d see the architect’s blueprint for your new home or office building. 

WHAT OUR CLUBS ARE MADE OF?


A leading company in steel technology for the aerospace industry was commissioned to develop a unique, superior metal alloy. It’s used in the faces of the fairway woods we frequently prescribe. It’s called Hyperbolic Face Technology, and is 25% harder than titanium. These club faces are extremely hard, yet we still have a hosel that can be adjusted, fine-tuned for lie angle. These are really great clubs! And that’s just an example of the superior technology, material and manufacturing we insist on, for our clients. 


It’s important to understand we are NOT “one company captive” however we focus on Callaway because we believe they are the best in quality and most importantly custom service. In fact, I’ve personally turned down any number of opportunities over the years to be a paid endorser for one company or another, or for a “magic wand”. Because I value my total independence – it is your assurance that we will prescribe what’s best for you. So, there’s no one to answer to: what are your clubs made of? – Because even that is decided precisely for you. And we may very well design and deliver clubs manufactured from a different selection of materials for you than for another member of your foursome.  We may prescribe Adams, Mizuno, Wilson, or many others.  It is impossible to tell what club you will hit the best without proper live ball flight with a quality golf ball and a trained eye.

HOW MUCH DOES CUSTOM-FITTING COST?


Incredibly, PRCISION FITTING “The Bobby Lopez way” does NOT cost more than most custom-fitting performed in stores, on computers…. In some cases, our fees are even less!


A complete set of precision-fitted clubs can run from $ 500 to $ 1,500 depending on the number of variables unique to you. Now, I don’t know if that sounds like a lot or a little to you. If it sounds like a lot, I urge you to think it through very carefully before saying, “too much” or “I can’t afford that.” Food for thought: if you play once a week, 50 weeks a year, and divide the clubs’ investment over those 50 golf games, you’ve got about a $10.00 figure. And you and I both know that you drop that on a tab in the lounge at the 19th hole or on a friendly wager without even thinking about it. Spread over a year, it’s about $1.50 a day…. Coffee and doughnuts money. 


But a set of these custom-fitted clubs is going to last you for at least 5 years. In fact, they carry a warranty for 5 years. And every one of your measurements and specifications is kept on file, should you ever need a replacement, or expert repair. So, if you break the investment down now by 50 weeks X 5 years, 250 weeks, we’re talking about a measly $2.00 or so to each game. 


Is optimizing your game……..leaving your buddies scratching their heads in wonderment at how much better you play……. having a heck of a lot more fun out there – worth $2.00?


Seriously, you invest a lot of time, energy, and money in your game already. It’s important: it’s your recreation, your passion, your fun, your stress releaser, and your physical exercise. This additional investment is small, by comparison either to your total investment or to the giant benefits it provides. 


I’m betting you do deserve this. 


Oh, and the game of golf is tough enough – don’t play it handicapped by “enemy clubs.”

WHAT TO DO NEXT:


Enclosed you’ll find a Certificate valid for a $40.00 DISCOUNT on a Custom-Fitting Lesson. I have to control these, because they take my instructors’ time away from lessons, so you’ll find a “Control Number” marked on it in red ink, as well as an Expiration Date. I only issue so many of these, then stop, and do not give out more until the expiration dates pass…. If you let yours expire, you can NOT just decide anytime you like, to get this service – if you do it’ll be the normal fee of $79.00 instead of $39.  The fitting fee can be applied to any purchase of golf clubs.  You get the fitting specifications to take home with you, buying or not.


So, call 378-7456 in Richmond (and have the Certificates Control Number ready) and get scheduled for your Custom-Fitting Session.


Your session fee is fully credited to your purchase of your custom-fitted clubs. 

Please call right now, to take advantage of this special offer. In addition, with your custom-fitted clubs purchase, you’ll receive a FOUR LARGE BASKET RANGE CARD so you get plenty of practice with your new golf clubs when they arrive!!

Sincerely, 


Bobby Lopez, PGA Class “A”
*Number of available gift certificates limited.

Offer subject to change without notice. 

PS: Do any golf pros have a negative opinion about custom-fitting? In all my years, I’ve only heard one: a club pro who said to me: “Custom club fitting is no good because you can’t sell them another set next year.” Well, he was right. You see, there’s no case that can be made against custom-fitted clubs when the golfer’s best interest is at heart. In fact, we do you a giant disservice by letting you hack away with an odd-lot assortment of clubs you’ve gotten together over the years or let you waste money on off-rack clubs poorly matched with your bio-mechanics. The only argument against custom-fitting is from a merchant’s viewpoint. Golfers DO spend a fortune over a lifetime buying every newfangled club that hits the market, hoping against hope that some magical new ingredient or angle or “technology” will make them the next Tiger. (He’s still playing with steel shafts.) Instead of doling out your money in these chunks, for “magic wands” that disappoint again and again, THE sensible, businesslike approach is to make a one-time, long-term investment in a set of clubs precision-fitted for you. You’ll keep those clubs for a long, long time and actually save money over the long haul. And I promise, you’ll play better golf. 

PPS: Right now, you save $40.00 on your Custom-Fitting Session, have the $39 fully rebated toward your purchase, get a 5 year warranty on your clubs, and I spring for a FOUR LARGE BASKET RANGE CARD so you get plenty of practice with your new golf clubs when they arrive! I’ve never made a better offer than this! 

